
WINCHESTER — Need new tires for your
car? Need those tires installed and the car
washed and waxed? 

You can take care of many of your car
care needs with one stop at Winchester
Service Centre. 

The Blanchard family, Ron, wife
Gaetane and son Rod, can fill your vehicle
with fuel — gas or diesel — at their
Francis Fuels gas bar and handle all of
your tire needs, right down to new rubber
for your lawn tractor.

Banking on his five years of experience
in the tire business Ron decided two years
ago to add tire sales and repairs to his
operation, which is located at the junction
of St. Lawrence Street and County Road
31 at the southern entrance to Winchester.

Ron worked in Vars at Marion Tire
Centre for five years before taking over the
Winchester gas bar in 1998.

“Paul (Marion) and I grew up in
Marionville and he supplies my tires. We
can get any size or manufacturer for our
customers,” said Ron. 

Rod, Ron’s eldest of two sons, takes care
of the tire installations and repairs and also
offers car detailing. For $15 he will hand
wash and dry your car. For $45 a wash and
wax job is available. Detailing inside along
with a wash and dry is $40. A complete car
cleaning (detail inside, shampoo and exterior
wax) is priced at $100. 

Along with automotive needs, the
Blanchards offer U-Haul Rentals, The Beer
Store bottle drop off, a wide selection of
products in their convenience store and
now that the weather has warmed up,
golden french fries at GR’s Chip Wagon.

WINDOW TINTING
• 99.9% ultraviolet rejection

• Color stable film
• Reduce incoming solar heat

• Remote Starters from $149.00 installed!

• Alarm Systems from $199.00 installed!

• Keyless Entry from $149.00 installed!

• Car Audio installations

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON PARTS AND INSTALLATION

1000’s OF AUTO & TRUCK ACCESSORIES
BEST NAME BRANDS
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Ted
Moe
Jeff
Lorena

Gas, Oil, Tires, etc.

Box 1, Vernon, Ontario

821-1946

IREBALL
PERFORMANCE
AUTOMATICS INC.

AUTOMATIC & STANDARD
TRANSMISSION REPAIRS

Specializing in computerized
transmissions with overdrive

and front-wheel drive

RR 3, WILLIAMSBURG

ONTARIO, K0C 2H0

535-2112

CAR WASH OPEN 24 HOURS
7893 VICTORIA ST., METCALFE

Specializing in Customer Service

Jamie Clarmo

821-2286
FULL SERVICE GARAGE

by Amanda Smith-Millar
Press Staff

REIDS MILLS — C&M Garage, the
business that has long-served motorists
needing maintenance and repairs, has
just received a makeover —
specifically, a new pair of owners and
a new name. 

Now called Berends Automotive,
the garage located south of Osgoode
on County Rd. 25 has been bought by
Jason Berends and his fiancée, Robin
White. 

Berends has been working at the
shop for seven years, the last two of
which were part-time. He recently
completed an apprenticeship at
Algonquin College. 

The couple plan to get married in
August. They have already moved into
the small house beside Berends
Automotive. 

“I always wanted to be a mechanic
and own my own business,” said
Berends. 

The couple recently bought the
business from Berends’ uncle, Carl
Berends. The younger Berends said
Carl plans to stick around. 

“He’s going to stay part-time,” the
new entrepreneur said. “He just wanted
to slow down, and I was ready to take
over,” he adds with a laugh. 

Berends said he feels fortunate that
the garage sees a constant stream of
business. Traffic on County Rd. 25
combined with word-of-mouth
advertising keeps the shop hopping.
Not only do local customers drop by,
said Berends, but people drive out
from Ottawa as well. 

As for a specialty? Berends said his
business doesn’t have one. They do
everything from emission tests to
repairs and maintenance. They said
they work not only on cars but on lawn
equipment, tractors, and motor homes. 

“We specialize in everything, I
guess you could say,” said Berends. 

Berends said the company is just
gearing up for the busy season. Most
people come in from April to
Christmas. 

“I think people are paying for bills
at Christmas time,” said Berends, who
guessed other expenses take priority in
the early winter before doing
maintenance work on the cars. 

Do they have any plans for
expansion? 

“If we stay really busy like this, we
might,” said Berends. “You always
want to change a few things to make it
your own.”

Garage changes hands

New ownership
Jason Berends and his fiancée Robin
White are the new co-owners of
Berends Automotive, previously called
C&M Garage. The couple recently
bought the business from Berends’
uncle, Carl Berends.

Press Photo — Smith-Millar

Making tracks
A father-son team will take care of
your tire needs at Winchester
Service Centre, Tires Sales and
Repairs. Rod (left) and his father,
Ron Blanchard can supply
customers with any type of tire
from any popular manufacturer.
The Blanchards provide repair and
balancing services.
Press Photo — Van Bridger

Blanchards provide convenient

one-stop automotive service

In a perfect world, you could bounce off  opposing cars and high five your
friends on the freeway. In our world, you need Fix Auto.
• Fast and direct settlement with your insurance company.
• Lifetime warranty on all repairs.
• Free collision assistance 24 hours a day – 7 days a week.
In case of  an accident, simply call 1-800-INFO-FIX.

Fix Auto Ottawa South, operated by D’s Collision Center

‘’sD
COLLISION CENTER

Dennis Carkner
Manager

The New Generation
of Body Shop www.fixauto.com

“The Region’s Premiere Collision Center”

Dawley Drive, Winchester

613-774-2733
1-800-663-9264 • Fax: 613-774-0407

FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

In a
perfect
world,
you
wouldn’t
need
Fix Auto.

671-B Notre-Dame
Embrun

(Across from Giant Tiger)

613-443-5799

FRAME STRAIGHTENING
COLOR MATCHING

INSURANCE CLAIMS

• Collision and Restoration Work • Truck Caps & Liners

• Auto, Truck and Van Accessories • Hitches

• Windshield Repair and Replacement

Rob’s Automotive Services Inc.
We offer a complete line of

Automotive Service Repairs
• Safety Checks • Tune-ups • Brakes • Alignments

‘Specializing in
Ford products’

8624 Bank St., Vernon   613-821-5050

Quality care
LMS Motor Sales in Williamsburg has
quality new and used cars on the lot,
ready to be sold. As well, the company
offers full service on all makes and
models. Mechanic Mike Baldwin from
LMS Motor Sales works on the Park
Lane Seniors’ 2003 Chevrolet Venture.
For more information, call Bill at 535-
2298.

Press Photo — Slack

On our cover
Sweeet!!! This 2005
short box Dodge Ram is
indeed a sweet ride. The solar yellow, five-
speed automatic hauler is powered by the
famous Chrysler Hemi “magnum” and rides on
20x9.0 aluminum chrome clad wheels. The
high-powered MOPAR also sports the special
“Rumble Bee” decal package. It is on display at
Boyd Chrysler Jeep Dodge and is listed at
$34,625. Press Photos — Van Bridger


